
     EXCELLENT BEHAVIOR 
 

Matthew 6:10 NIV   Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

PRINCIPLE #1   God has called us to a life of excellent behavior.  It is His will.  This is for 

our benefit and the benefit of others. 
 

I Peter 2:4-5 NASB 
 

     As born again believers, we came to Jesus, a living stone, precious to God. 
 

     We are living stones of a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood. 
 

PRINCIPLE #2   We are living stones of the temple of God, of which Jesus is the precious, 

living cornerstone.  It would be well if all Christians could see this temple as God sees us, 

joined together, a magnificent temple, with no racial separation. 
 

I Peter 2:9-10 NASB 
 

     Peter gives us four definitions of Christians from God’s perspective: 
 

 1. You are a chosen race 
 

 2. You are a royal priesthood 
 

 3. You are a holy nation 
 

 4. You are a people for God’s own possession 
 

     For the purpose of proclaiming His excellencies 
 

     Without Christ there is no mercy and we are not a people. 
 

PRINCIPLE #3   Peter has written that we are a people of faith, hope, holiness and love, 

living stones in God’s spiritual temple and a very special people in God’s sight.  He now 

encourages us to excellent behavior. 
 

I Peter 2:11 NASB 
 

     When in Rome, do not do as the Romans do. 
 

     We belong to God and our citizenship is in heaven. 
 

     We are to abstain from the fleshly lusts that war against our souls. 
 

 I John 2:16-17 KJV 
 

       What the world offers is the base of all sin; lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and the  

 pride of life. 
 

      The world and its lusts will pass away, but the faithful will live forever. 
 

Hebrews 11:24-25 KJV 



PRINCIPLE #4   There is a war to keep us from accepting the salvation of the gospel and 

there is another war to keep us from living victoriously in our Christian life.  We wrestle not 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities, powers of darkness, and spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly realms. 
 

We were designed to have a God-filled spirit that would bring us a peace that cannot be 

attained by any other means.  Fleshly lusts disrupt that bond of peace. 
 

I Peter 2:12 NASB 
      

     Peter is writing to Christians who were Gentiles, so the term Gentiles is meant for all 

unbelievers.   
 

     We are encouraged to display excellent behavior.  Responses might include: 
 

 That’s impossible. 
 

 No one can expect that from me all the time. 
 

 I have excellent behavior some of the time. 
 

 I really need to work on that. 
 

 Excellent behavior, that’s me. 
 

     Unbelievers will slander you as evildoers.  Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil. 
 

     They will observe your good deeds and glorify God at various times including the Day of 

Judgment. 
 

 I Peter 4:4-5 NASB 
 

Matthew 5:13-16 NIV 
 

     You are the salt of the earth, as long as we stay salty. 
 

     You are the light of the world, as long as we don’t put ourselves under a bowl. 
 

     Jesus tells us to let our light shine before others that they might see our good deeds and 

glorify the Father who is in heaven. 
 

PRINCIPLE #5   If unbelievers glorify us because of our good deeds, it ends there, but when 

they glorify the Father, salvation is near. 

 

Revelation 3:7-8 NASB 


